
                                          
 

                                                        Press Release 

 

NSD to celebrate ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’, will stage struggles of freedom 

 

- NSD to stage three plays on tales of freedom 

 

 

9th August, New Delhi. Carrying forward the initiative ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav ' by 

Government of India to celebrate the 75th anniversary of Independence with pride, the 

National School of Drama (NSD)  an autonomous organization under Ministry of Culture, will 

spread the tales of freedom from the stage. Inspired from struggles and stories of freedom, three 

plays will be staged on 12 August, 13 August, and 14 August. Performances will be staged 

with plays Jagdamba, Bapu and Pehla Satyagrahi in association with various eminent theatre 

directors and artists. The three-day event will showcase the contribution of the Father of the 

Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, along Kasturba Gandhi (Ba) and others during the freedom 

struggle. With such tales of glory, these plays will introduce you to moments of utmost 

importance in the freedom struggle. 

 

The event will be inaugurated by NSD on 12th August at 6:30 PM at Abhimanch Auditorium 

of NSD campus by Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon'ble Minister of State (Culture and 

Parliamentary Affairs). The festival of freedom will begin with the staging of 'Jagdamba' which 

will be performed by renowned artist Rohini Hattangadi. The play is directed by Dr Pratima 

Kulkarni. Along with this, 'Bapu' by Natyamandap Patna will be staged on 13th August and 

'Pehla Satyagrahi' by NSD Repertory on 14th August will be staged.s 

 

Play Schedule 

 

Abhimanch Auditorium, 6:30 pm    

 

12 August  - Jagdamba  

13 August - Bapu  

14 August - Pehla Satyagrahi 

 

Plays based on struggles of freedom  

NSD Chairman, Mr. Paresh Rawal said that 'The struggles and events in the freedom struggle 

have their own inspirations, their own messages, which today's India can imbibe and move 

forward. We have to use different mediums to spread these inspirations to the masses, this 

platform is one of them. In these plays, from Mahatma Gandhi's South Africa movement to 

Champaran, Salt Satyagraha, Non-Cooperation Movement, Dandi March Quit India Movement 

along with Kasturba Gandhi's contribution towards independence will be displayed. ' 

 

Covid protocols to be implemented 

'In view of the pandemic, special arrangements will be made to make these performances 

friendly and safe, ' said acting Director, Associate Prof. Dinesh Khanna. Implementing social 

distancing, 50 percent of the auditorium, about 120 people, have been arranged to watch the 

play. Apart from sanitizing hands at the gate itself, temperature checks, masks will be 



                                          
mandatory. Passes for these plays can be obtained from the NSD campus for free,10th August 

onwards added Shri Khanna. One pass will be issued to each person, allowing only two people, 

on first come first serve.  

 

About National School of Drama (NSD) 
Established in 1959, the National School of Drama is the only one of its kind in India and is an 
autonomous organization, fully financed by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. One 
of the foremost theatre training institution in the world, NSD was incepted under the aegis of 
the Sangeet Natak Akademi and became an independent entity in 1975. It offers a 3-year, full-
time, residential training program in every aspect of theatre with a special focus on the 
practical implementation of theories. The School has two performing wings – the Repertory 
Company and Theatre-in-Education Company. The Repertory Company was started in 1964 
with the objective of providing a platform where graduates of the School could perform plays 
professionally. The second performing wing the ‘Theatre-In-Education Company’ (Sanskar 
Rang Toli) was established in October 16, 1989. The major focus of the TIE Company is to 
perform creative, curriculum-based and participatory plays in schools, specially designed and 
prepared for children of different age groups. The enviable list of alumni and faculty members 
have ensured that the institution remains at the helm of performing arts – several theatre 
practitioners who passed from the prestigious institution, including playwrights, actors, 
directors, set and light designers and music directors, have enriched the Indian theatre and 
continue to do so. Apart from theatre, the artistic manifestations of NSD alumni have often 
left an indelible mark on world media as well. 
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