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PRESS RELEASE 

 

06th March, 2021 

 
Shri Paresh Rawal speaks on his role and challenges as 
Chairman, NSD for taking the Institution to a greater height. 
 
 
New Delhi. National School of Drama, a premier theatre institute is pushing some major 
initiatives for strengthening the present system on imparting theatre education and 
reaching out to more theatre practitioners and enthusiasts across India. Along with 
infrastructural development, the vision is to recruit highly trained faculty, increased number 
of workshops and sessions by theatre veterans, new courses and new centres. The new 
structural push and design is under preparation after several rounds of meeting 
between Shri Paresh Rawal, Chairman, NSD, Director In-charge, Registrar, faculty 
members and members of NSD society.  Shri Paresh Rawal met Hon’ble Culture Minister 
(I/C), Shri Prahlad Singh Patel on 26 February and Hon’ble Minister of Culture has assured 
unwavering support for the development of the Institution.  
 
Addressing the media, Chairman Shri Paresh Rawal flagged concerns regarding some of the 
pending issues. He also laid emphasis on the importance of declaring NSD as an institute of 
national importance. Shri Rawal said ' the status of Institute of national importance will 
further strengthen the institute by enabling to award Degrees, introduce new courses like 
playwright, costume designing, Property making etc,  and open up new centres. We are in 
active connect with GoI to expedite the matter. Along this, the proposal of re-development 
of existing campus of NSD is also under active consideration. The issue was brought in light 
in a meet with Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs , Shri Hardeep Singh Puri last week, 
added Mr Rawal.  
 
NSD looks forward to opening new centres  
Other than four regional centres in Varanasi, Bengaluru, Agartala and Gangtok. Shri Rawal 
informed about the request received from Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of the Union 
territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Sh. Manoj Sinha  for opening up a centre in Jammu and 
Kashmir recently. We will soon be discussing the possibilities with NSD society members and 
Government. Hopefully we will have a concrete plan to do it soon. 
 
About the expansion vision of NSD, we are keen to set up centres in the most vibrant 
theatre culture states like Gujarat, West Bengal, Maharashtra added Mr Rawal.  Meanwhile 
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bhoomi pujan for NSD centre at Sikkim has already been accomplished and we will be 
approaching Government of India for grants for construction of buildings.  
  
Theatre Education 
Considering new education policy, NSD is working on all possible aspects to modify its 
structure and duration. It would include the time span of the total course and lacing up with 
new and latest ideas and concepts. There is a need of introducing new courses like 
Playwright, sound and lighting, set designing etc. This had also been recommended by Broad 
Based Committee constituted by NSD Society. Chairman also laid emphasis on introducing 
new short term courses on various aspects of theatre art. 
 
 
Digital Library 
NSD has also planned to digitalise its archive. Presently, thousands of in-house productions 
and plays stored in old format. NSD is set to convert it digital, later to be used as study 
material or mass usage. The plans may include sharing of digital content with other 
premium theatre education institutes worldwide and can also be used for commercial 
purpose after resolving all issues relating to Intellectual Property Rights (IPR). 
 
Initiatives on 75 years of Indian Independence 
This year our country is celebrating 75 year of independence. On this occasion NSD is 
planning to collaborate with various eminent Theatre Directors in the country to produce 75 
plays on the theme of freedom struggle & freedom fighters. The details are being worked 
out in consultation with Ministry of Culture. We are of firm view that there are many 
illustrious work made by Sahitya Akademi awardees which should be staged. NSD will take 
necessary steps in this direction in coming years. 
 
Shri Paresh Rawal, Chairman strongly feels that there should be more National Repertory 
and Theatre in Education Cos. all over India. We appeal Government to open more four 
National Repertories and four Theatre in Education Companies in the country on the 
occasion of 75 year of Indian Independence. This will go a long way for development of 
quality theatre in the country. The aim of this step will be to craft out the young talent from 
the remote parts of the country and preserve the regional theatre forms.  
 
We are also proposing to establish one National Repertory Co. at Kevadia which shall 
showcase quality theatre productions to the visitors of Statue of Unity.  
 
About National School of Drama (NSD) 
Established in 1959, the National School of Drama is the only one of its kind in India and is 
an autonomous organization, fully financed by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. 
One of the foremost theatre training institution in the world, NSD was incepted under the 
aegis of the Sangeet Natak Akademi and became an independent entity in 1975. It offers a 
3-year, full-time, residential training program in every aspect of theatre with a special focus 
on the practical implementation of theories. The School has two performing wings – the 
Repertory Company and Theatre-in-Education Company. The Repertory Company was 
started in 1964 with the objective of providing a platform where graduates of the School 
could perform plays professionally. The second performing wing the ‘Theatre-In-Education 
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Company’ (Sanskar Rang Toli) was established in October 16, 1989. The major focus of the 
TIE Company is to perform creative, curriculum-based and participatory plays in schools, 
specially designed and prepared for children of different age groups. The enviable list of 
alumni and faculty members have ensured that the institution remains at the helm of 
performing arts – several theatre practitioners who passed from the prestigious institution, 
including playwrights, actors, directors, set and light designers and music directors, have 
enriched the Indian theatre and continue to do so. Apart from theatre, the artistic 
manifestations of NSD alumni have often left an indelible mark on world media as well. 
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